NOW THAT WE'VE TORTURED:

VIOLENCE, MORALITY AND POLITICS AFTER BUSH

Mark Danner is a writer and reporter who for
25 years has written on politics and foreign
affairs, focusing on war and conflict. Recently,
he broke a story based on a secret document
from the International Committee of the Red
Cross that concluded that the Bush administra-
tion knowingly allowed treatment of prisoners
that “constituted torture.” Danner is Professor
of Journalism at the University of California,
Berkeley and James Clarke Chace Professor of
Foreign Affairs, Politics and the Humanities at
Bard College. ‘

In the days after the attacks of September 11, 2001, and after agreement by the highest government offi-
cials, the United States began to torture prisoners. Beginning as far back as late 2002, and especially after
the Abu Ghraib photographs were revealed in the spring of 2004, this torture has increasingly become
public. Americans have tortured, they had done so officially, and they know they have done so. The ques-
tion that remains is how the polity - American citizens as a community - will cope with these actions and
with their knowledge of them. We have tortured. Now: What is to be done?
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